
 

 

 

In Loving Memory—Natasha  Greenland 

Rutherford  News—Spring Edition 



Head Teachers Cut. 

This has been another unique term at Rutherford. It has been great to see 

some of you on site and to continue to see the rest of you  virtually. We 

hope that we will all be able to be together in person in the summer term.  

 

This term we have sadly said goodbye to one of our young adults from the 

Life Skills Centre. Natasha will always be in our hearts as we remember a 

smile that lit up a room and her mischievous giggles especially when boxing in class! Natasha will 

be sorely missed by all. 

 

Our topic this term as part of our ‘Changes’ theme for the year was ‘through the ages’. Some clas-

ses have spent time learning about music and fashion over the years and others have been learn-

ing all about the year that they were born. It has been lovely seeing some of your adorable baby 

pictures around school. I hope you enjoy finding out more about what our students have been 

learning in the rest of the newsletter. 

 

This term has involved carrying on with the Covid safety measures introduced last term and intro-

ducing some new ones to ensure that everyone is safe. Our twice weekly testing has been going 

well and staff are due to have their second vaccinations in the near future. We know that many of 

you have also had your vaccinations this term and we hope that this helps us all return to normal-

ity soon.  

 

The Rutherford family, both learning in school and at home all thoroughly enjoyed World Book 

Day this term. It was fabulous to see everyone dressed up in their costumes and the virtual read 

along and sensory Charlie and the Chocolate Factory stories were a big hit. I hope you enjoy see-

ing some of the photographs from the day in the newsletter. 

We have some exciting filming for a new promotional video about the school after Easter and we 

look forward to being able to share this with you. 

 

This term we say farewell to our school cook, Euton, who has been with us for just over a year. 

We wish him all the best in the future. 

 

I would like to thank our teaching and support staff, nurses and therapists for their hard work 

commitment and dedication over the past term. I want to acknowledge all the staff at this won-

derful school who go above and beyond to give our pupils the very best opportunities. A huge 

thank you also goes out to the parents, carers and governors for all of your support which helps 

the Rutherford family continue to strive to ensure that all of our young people thrive and reach 

their full potential. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful Easter break and we look forward to seeing everyone back at 

school on 20th April 2021. 

 

Suzanna Bance 

Acting Head of School 



Since the last edition….. 
Here we are again at the end of another term! Spring is in the air and dare I say a 
hint of optimism and positivity towards the world healing and us all being able to 
come together soon!  
 
This term has brought it’s own challenges, for many of us. Our thoughts and     
prayers go out to the family and friends of Natasha who sadly passed away. We 
will always hold the memories we have, close to our hearts, always remembering 
that vibrant smile and twinkly eyes! 
 
Following the sad passing of our lovely Natasha in life skills, continued shielding 
for many of our students, personal losses for pupils, their families and staff; the 
Rutherford family has stood strong. During this unprecedented pandemic, we have 
been supporting each other and our families as a team and continuing to deliver 
what we are best at—fun, exciting and innovative ways of learning. 
 
We have been able to continue offering outstanding education on and off-site, 
whilst supported by our acting head Suzanna and the MDT of Rutherford school.  
Our young people have been engaging in exciting learning activities at school, 
whilst our vulnerable and shielding students continued home schooling.  We have 
been greatly supported by parents and carers at home, helping with home learning 
activities and zoom sessions. Thank you very much for all of the hard work that 
you have done! 
 
In this edition we share our students hard work and say thank you for the very 
generous donations we have received and also introduce you to our amazing team 
of London Marathon runners.  
 
We would like to say a big thank you to each and every staff member, student, 
parent, carer and friends of Rutherford who have supported us, tuned in, logged 
on and continue to make the best of the situation we find ourselves in. 
 
Let’s take a moment to remember those we hold dear and have lost and spare a 
thought for everybody around the world who 
are continuing life without their loved ones.  As 
our days grow sunnier and warmer lets look to 
tomorrow with hope and  optimism .  
Stay safe and healthy!  
 

Lindi Paterson 
 



 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day 2021. 

To all the very special 

women in the lives of 

our Rutherford family — 

we hope you had a love-

ly day celebrating your-

self and the amazing job 

that you do! 

 

Left: Some of the    

beautiful art and gifts 

our young people       

created for   

Mother’s Day 



We are very fortunate to have been chosen 
as a supported charity by O2E for a second 
year.  

Thank you O2E!Thank you O2E!  
 

As we all know 2020 turned out to be an unprecedented year. 
During all the uncertainty and the restrictions on every day life 
O2E still managed to raise an amazing amount of money in 
2020 which was shared between their chosen charities!  
They donated £8000.00 to Rutherford school! 
 
Then in an absolutely astounding effort by the Team Skelly   
Challenge in the beginning of the year O2E donated another 
£15 000.00 to our school. This money enables us to buy equip-
ment such as standing frames, Acheeva beds and ICT equip-
ment! 
 
You can read more about this inspirational organisation and 
their work on their website: www.o2e.org , and for up to date 
challenges and fundraising initiative follow them on Facebook 
@O2E @ordinary2extrodinary  
 

We would like to say a huge thank you from all of us at       
Rutherford School! 

Watch our Thank You Video here: 
https://youtu.be/qH29aMckwuk 

https://o2e.org/


Our Jack Petchey Leader Award Winner is Mark Hickman!  

 

The award winner is chosen by nomination by staff and students and so many votes were cast for 

Mark. Mark is our caretaker at school and is fantastic at his job! Not only does Mark do his job he 

also does everything else and then some. Always willing to help, drive us and the young people 

around, design and create what us teachers dream up and the list goes on. What stands out most is 

Mark’s kindness and his rapport with the students at school. Always stopping to say hello and 

offering work experience to our young people in the garden. 

 

Well done Mark, we hope you know how much we appreciate you! 





After careful vetting and consideration Rutherford School has a new school dinner provider, deliv-
ering nutritious wholesome school dinners for our students. Not only are these school dinners deli-
cious, they also come in the perfect consistency to adhere to the guidance on texture by our SaLT! 
 
The students have enjoyed choosing their new lunches from the menu provided. They are able to 
choose from a variety of photographs to tailor make their own individual meal for each day of the 
week! We have been trialing the food and the menu selection process and we are happy to report 
that it has been a huge success! 



Caterpillars 
 

 
 
 

We’ve had a busy term in Caterpillars! We started off with home 

schooling, enjoying meeting our friends on Zoom for Good Morning 

Group. S’riaah was very engaged, happy and excited to see her 

friends. We’ve also doing excellent listening, looking and communi-

cation work during our sound story and story massage sessions. Our 

topic has been Through the Decades, and we’ve been focusing on 

toys, old and new! S’riaah loved listening to the different sounds the 

toys made in her sound story The Old Toy Room, and the Chinese 

New Year story massage was very well received too. 

We celebrated coming back to school with a fantastic World Book 

Day, where we enjoyed a Charlie and the Chocolate Factory story 

massage, made some chocolate bars and listened to the movie 

soundtrack. Since then, we’ve been doing lots of sensory play, art-

work, sensory journeys and our brand new This is Me meditation 

and massage session.  

Next term, we’re looking forward to getting outside for some adven-

tures in the sunshine. 



Ladybird News 
Well we had another strange start to the term with not all Ladybirds 

back at school quite yet! 

 

 Our topic this term has been “Through the decades” and we have been 

looking at music and fashion as well as what was happening in the 

year our pupils were born. We have also been doing some “retro” 

cooking and have made jam tarts and breads and butter pudding! 

In March we welcomed back two more pupils and they have all been 

working very hard on Mother’s day and Easter projects.   

Thomas has been our very own video star making cooking videos for 

the home schoolers and he has really done very well! 

Nikki has had another lockdown birthday and turned 16! As it was a special birthday Lady-

bird class had a zoom with her and we all sang to her which she found very funny! 

We are really hoping that after Easter we will have all of our pupils back for the summer 

term and look forward to seeing them all. 

Hopefully we will see some sunshine over the Easter break and be able to get outside a bit 

more. 

Enjoy your Easter break, from Jean and the Ladybird team.  



As the Covid 19 pandemic continues to linger, our clinically extremely vulnera-
ble young people at school received instruction from the government to contin-
ue shielding. This meant we continued to offer online learning activities and dai-
ly zoom lessons with the home learning team.   

We worked hard to create fun and user friendly online learning activities as well 
as engaging 1-1 zoom sessions including a group good morning session be-
spoke  1-1 sessions for our learners and input from our therapists. We supplied 
learning equipment such as tablets to make access to virtual learning possible 
for some of our students and continued our resource bag drops. We also en-
gaged with parents and carers in providing assistance and training with our ther-
apy team!  

I would like to say a big thank you to Mark, our caretaker, and staff in school 
who kindly distributed our resource bags to all of the home schoolers. Thank 
you to the home schooling team Jess and Yogi and to all the staff at school who 
have helped to put the learning videos and activities together. It has been a 
quick and steep learning curve which I think we passed with flying colours! 

Well done to parents and carers facilitating the amazing work and for submitting 
photo’s of our students engaging in home learning. We appreciate the effort! 





Life Skills News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
I would like to start this newsletter by remembering our beautiful friend Natasha Greenland. We are 

thinking of her and her family at this very sad time.  
  

Natasha will be missed deeply by everyone. 
 
 
In the Life Skills Centre we have had a busy time enjoying a variety of activities. The students have 
particularly enjoyed Cooking this term, and making themselves smoothies, they each tasted and 
chose the ingredients they wanted to use, they did this by using their Yes/ No responses. The stu-
dents then independently used their switches to activate the blender.  
 
The students have also enjoyed choosing their new lunch menus for after Easter. They chose from a 
variety of photographs to tailor make their own individual meal planner, for the week. 
 

 



This term we have being working extremely hard in Asdan.  
 
Our Beauty Therapy module has been a firm favourite for all of the students. The 
students each chose which treatment they would like to take part in from a list of 
four, they then experienced the treatment. 

Liam has been working very hard at home with his Home learning here are just a few 
of the photographs of Liam hard at work, well done Liam!! 

We hope you all have a lovely Easter break, from everyone in the Life Skills Centre.          



It has been nearly a year since the nation was hit by the pandemic and who would have thought that even 

now, we would still be keeping connected via Zoom for key activities in our lives.  
 

Music Therapists Stephen Haylett and Sarah Kong have been inspired and enriched by the ongoing contact 

with our students and their versatility to adapt to a new way of working!  Parents and carers have really em-

braced the opportunity and the sessions have become an opportunity for the therapists to become closer 

connected to the families of our special young people. 
 

Music therapy has reached out to students on challenging days, tiring days, fun days, exciting days, frus-

trating and upsetting days and this has brought a new perspective to the therapeutic relationship in exploring           

resilience, motivation and consistency! 



As you can see from the pictures above, the music therapists have been fortunate in acquiring some brand 

new musical instruments.    

Here are Thomas and Ezekiel putting the new electric guitar, bongos and cymbal through their paces, during 

their rigorous audition for the new school boy band.  Notice their mean and moody looks, which are essential 

attributes for any aspiring boy band! 

Music therapy to support and enable ongoing                                            

connections in these remote times! 
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DONATIONS 

 

We would like to say thank you, to the friends and       

families of Rutherford School, for all your support 

and generous  giving during the last term.  

 

Money donated and that we raise together helps to advance the          

children's education and improve the quality of their school life. All the 

events we hold and so many of the donations that are made to us are 

used to purchase equipment and fund activities that enrich the pupils 

lives.  

 

This is only possible with your continued help and support.  

We always appreciate any offers of help, time or donations of goods or 

services. Please get in touch if you’re able to contribute. 

DONATING MADE EASY: 

We have set up a Giving 
Page to make donating to us 
easier! 

If you would like to make an 
online donation please visit 
our website: 

www.rutherfordschool.org.uk 

Or copy this link into your 
browser.  

https://www.givey.com/

rutherfordschool 

A BIG THANK YOU TO:

O2E, Jack Petchey, Waitrose Coulsdon, Phoenix Motorcycle Training,  Legacy of 

Marjorie Smith, RS Pauline Rees, Croydon Bowls and Sports Club, Mrs. Seymour, 

From Rutherford School and the Garwood Foundation we would like to say a big 

THANK YOU to everybody who have made a donation to us.  

Your support is invaluable! 

https://2.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?REF=dOsMZntgRTtxKSE8LcpcUV5um4jZBtnJzSDmL6OsrBIbUCMUiU3TCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5naXZleS5jb20vcnV0aGVyZm9yZHNjaG9vbA..
https://2.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?REF=dOsMZntgRTtxKSE8LcpcUV5um4jZBtnJzSDmL6OsrBIbUCMUiU3TCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5naXZleS5jb20vcnV0aGVyZm9yZHNjaG9vbA..


ROUNDUPS. 

 

The Garwood Foundation joined Roundups! 

 

Roundups rounds up your card payments, donate the pennies to your chosen not-for-profit and re-

port back on your amazing impact 

If all of us activate Roundups, together we can raise mil-

lions for charities, schools and important causes around 

the world 

 Round your payments up to 10p, 50p or £1: it’s your 

choice. 

 You can set a weekly cap.  

 You choose the cause 

 

Find out more here:   https://www.roundups.org 

WORK FOR GOOD. 

 

We also have joined ‘Work for Good’.  

 

Work for Good offers small businesses and even their customers an opportuni-

ty to encourage small business supporters to fundraise through the sales of 

their products or services. This allows them to donate to charity in a simple, 

sustainable and legal way. 

 

If you have a business or know a business that would like to donate to a chari-

ty but without the legal hassle, please make them aware of ‘Work for Good’. 

SUPER HERO IN THE CITY. 

Could you be our Superhero?  

Or do you have a family, team or company full of Superheroes? 
My Superhero Run is a free virtual event on Wednesday 28 
April 2021 (National Superhero Day) where individuals and 
families can run, walk, jog or  scoot  – whatever suits! – for 5km 
anywhere, anytime dressed in a Superhero outfit to raise   
money for charity and help us set a new unofficial world record 
of the most people dressed as a Superhero and photographed 
in a 24hr period!  

For more info and to sign up: https://www.mysuperherorun.com/ 

https://www.roundups.or
https://www.mysuperherorun.com/?fbclid=IwAR0sr4P4yEDiHLv41QmpqZngaufk9pPuHfNp47xLG-Nj-MQkJL2lbZX-zDk


Naylah Jaumdally:  

I really admire the work that The Garwood Foundation carries out in aiding 

those with severe disabilities in leading a fulfilling and happy life through Day 

Centre events and residential care, as well as supporting their families. Having 

been close friends with someone with a severe disability at school, I truly ap-

preciate The Garwood Foundation providing education with additional thera-

py and health support through the Rutherford School. I am running the Lon-

don Marathon to raise awareness of The Garwood Foundation across London 

and the wider community, where the charity may not be as well known yet 

are carrying out fantastic services that would hugely benefit from fundraising. 

Your support, no matter how small or large has the power to help improve the 

lives of others. 

 

To donate to Naylah: https://bit.ly/3saT5FE 

 

You can also donate to Naylah by text: Text NAYLAH 3 (for £3 or NAYLAH 20 for 

£20 or anything in between) Texts cost the amount you specify after the name 

plus one standard rate message and you’ll 

be opting in to hear more about our work 

and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If 

you’d like to give £3 or the amount you 

specified but do not wish to receive mar-

keting communications, text 

NAYLAHNOINFO 3 to 70085. 

https://bit.ly/3saT5FE


Eamonn McCarthy:  

 

Hi, thank you for taking the time to visit my page. I am running the 2020 Lon-

don Marathon for the Garwood Foundation Through Virgin Money Giving. 

This charity is dear to me and I want to try to raise some funds to support 

there everyday help with the local children. I have a dear friend of mine who's 

son has severe learning difficulties and by me raising some funds this will go a 

long way in helping his son learn and grow and feel important and be around 

other kids who suffer from similar disabilities and give them some hope that 

there not alone. I am very excited to run for the Garwood foundation and I 

will do my best to get through the marathon. All funds raised will go to the 

Garwood Foundation who play a great role in south London with their school. 

I really appreciate all your support and thank you for any donations. 

Best, 

Eamonn McCarthy 

To donate to Eamonn:  

https://bit.ly/2NtmVXk 



Lowri Fothergill: Thank you so much for visiting my page! 

Having worked with people of varying disabilities for many years, The Gar-

wood Foundation are a fantastic charity that resonate a lot with me. They are 

a hard-working charity supporting and empowering people with disabilities of 

all backgrounds, to maximise their quality of life and to maintain and develop 

new skills. 

Your donations will help the charity immensely as they are currently fundrais-

ing for a hydrotherapy pool and as they strive towards their mission: to pro-

mote the care, welfare, interest, treatment and advancement of education of 

adults and children having cerebral palsy and other profound, multiple, ac-

quired or other disabilities, particularly those living in the London Boroughs of 

Croydon, Sutton and Bromley. 

I am absolutely determined to complete the London Marathon for this won-

derful charity, and because of your 

support, I know I will definitely do it   

Thank you in advance for any help to-

wards this  

To donate to Lowri:  

https://bit.ly/3pJfWqr 



Polly Ayre  

I have always loved keeping fit and exercising but running 
never used to be my thing!  I would often get asked to go 
running with the evening running club at the gym but al-
ways declined.  Eight years ago, a friend who is a keen run-
ner messaged me to say she had signed up for race for life 
10k and I should run it with her.  I wasn’t sure but reluc-
tantly I signed up.   

While waiting to start a fitness class, one of the other la-
dies overheard me talking about it, and she said she would 
get a group of ladies together so we could all train together 
every Saturday morning.  This is where it all started.  It 
wasn’t easy but I fell in love with running fairly quickly.  I’d 
caught the running bug and I was soon entering races, 10ks 
and half marathons.  Since then, I’ve dreamt of running the 
London Marathon and I’ve entered the ballot for the last 5 
years without success.   

During lockdown I have focussed more on exercising out-
side and have been running continuously.  Completing a marathon is now not 
just a dream, I know I can make it a reality. This will be my first marathon and 
I’m so grateful to be running for The Garwood Foundation, who provide recrea-
tional facilities for children and adults with disabilities, welfare care and educa-
tional services for the local communities.  It makes achieving my marathon goal 
even more meaningful, knowing I am raising much needed funds for this amaz-
ing charity. 

Text POLLY 3 (for £3 or POLLY 20 for £20 or anything in between) Texts cost the 
amount you specify after the name plus one standard rate message and you’ll 
be opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising via telephone and 
SMS. If you’d like to give £3 or the amount you specified but do not wish to re-
ceive marketing communications, text POLLYNOINFO 3 to 70085. 



 
The Garwood Foundation Caravan is available for bookings again. 

For more information copy the link into your browser: 
https://garwoodfoundation.org.uk/caravan/  

 
The caravan season will start from 12th April onwards! You can book our fully 

adapted caravan at our Pagham site 
For information, please call 

Bramely Hill on 020 8686 9866 or 
Email holidayhome@garwoodfoundation.org.uk 

https://garwoodfoundation.org.uk/caravan/


We celebrated the magic of Books on International World Book Day this year by exploring Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory and Cat in the Hat! 

 

At school our students engaged in stories, creative work and creating their own chocolate bars 

whilst  home schoolers engaged in a dramatisation of Cat in the Hat. Our young people at school and 

their friends at home met over Zoom for a sensory rendition of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

There were some very impressive costumes from both the students and the staff! 

 

It was a lovely day to celebrate books, which was made even more special by being able to use tech-

nology for to bring us together as whole school for the first time since the pandemic started. 

 

Thank you to everybody who made the day such a big success! 



Rutherford School was taken over by fancy dress students and 

staff. Can you guess who they are? 



School friends and staff reunited with home school students and 

staff for a sensory exploration of Charlie and Chocolate Factory. 

Click on this link for a video of our fun day!    
https://youtu.be/BN45PytEAPI 




