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This is the last Newsletter for this term of what has been the most unprecedented year. 

It is almost impossible to sum up the deep feelings of sadness, sorrow, elation,  

exhaustion, celebration, and, somewhat relief that we are all feeling, as we reach the  

end of term this year. I know that these feelings are fully shared by all the staff at  

Rutherford school. 

 

We have been deeply saddened by the recent passing of Connor. Connor joined us in 2017. 

In the short three years that he was part of our Rutherford family his radiant smile and 

agreeable personality filled our school and hearts with many endearing memories. Our    

sincere condolences go out to his parents, siblings, family and friends.  

 

There is so much to celebrate – perhaps more than ever this year, but I am also mindful of 

those in our community who are feeling a sense of loss at this time. Our thoughts are with 

you during this sad and difficult time and like to extend our deepest sympathy to both you 

and your families. 

 

We also say goodbye to our Chair of Governors, Richard Jeffries, who has given the school, 

and me personally, such tremendous, wise and generous support throughout his tenure. We 

will be forever grateful to him and wish him farewell and every success in his future          

endeavours. We welcome our new Chair, Jackie Sanders; a familiar and much respected 

member of the school community already, and is also a parent governor and trustee. I am 

delighted to say Jackie has agreed to take over as Chair from September and I look forward 

to working with Jackie in the Autumn term. 

I would like to say thank you to all the governors for their contribution and support 

throughout the year especially during such challenging times. 

 

The Rutherford staff continues to be a dedicated supportive team and invaluable in provid-

ing support to both students and parents alike. Such commitment to the stu-

dents has not gone unnoticed and well appreciated. I am grateful to be part 

of such amazing and vibrant staff and a pleasure to be working with each of 

you. 

 

We also look forward to welcoming another new student to our early years 

this September, and as the youngest member of Rutherford we are indeed 

excited about her joining the school. 

Head Teachers Cut. 



All the classes have been enjoying and engaging with the fantastic YouTube activities      

created by the class teams during lockdown. It has been wonderful to see all of the         

photographs sent in each week and hear all the great feedback from our families. It       

appears that the recorded stories and the sunflower growing have been big hits! Please 

continue to make use of these resources over the holiday if you have time; we will soon 

be uploading many of these resources on to our website so that you can access them at 

any time to       continue with home learning. You have also let us know that you have  

enjoyed the story massage and well-being activities sent home each week and we are    

excited to continue these sessions back at school.  

Thank you to all those that have completed the survey that we sent home. If you have not 

yet done so please do, it will take no more than 10 minutes. 

 

I felt the best way to celebrate and elaborate on all these important announcements – and 

more - is to share the School Final Achievement video which went out to parents this week 

from each class. I hope you will agree it captures all the wonderful joy, fun, energy and sense 

of family that makes Rutherford School the unique place it really is. 
 

Finally, I wish to extend my deepest gratitude to every single one of you who has supported 

me, supported our staff and supported our remarkable students over these, truly, unprece-

dented times. I wish you all a restful, and pleasant summer break and look forward to seeing 

you all in September.  
 

I hope you enjoy our final News Letter of the 2019-2020 Rutherford School year. 

 

From  the Senior Leadership Team 

Whole School Video. 
Suzanna with the help of the whole school staff produced a special video to express 
how much we have missed being in school with our young people and co-workers.  
Copy this link into your browser to watch it! 
 
https://youtu.be/GJJSk9PB9kU 



The passing of our friend Connor has left us numb with      

sadness and grief. We are thankful for the opportunity to have 

had to get to know and love Connor. He has taught us so 

much of persistence, perseverance and how to be brave.    

Connor always had a big beaming smile that lit up any room 

and heart he came into. We will forever hold his memory dear 

to our heart.  

Rest in peace brave boy, till we meet again! 

 

A POEM FOR CONNOR 

 

OUR FRIEND CONNOR FOLEY WAS A MARVELLOUS LAD 

ALWAYS SMILING AND VERY RARELY SAD 

 

A HARD WORKING STUDENT WHO ALWAYS CHOSE THE PATH 

TO HAVE A WINNING SMILE AND A READY LAUGH 

 

HE MAY HAVE BEEN SLIM BUT HE WAS VERY STRONG 

AND HE WOULD DO AS HE WAS ASKED ALL DAY LONG 

 

HE LOOKED HE LISTENED HE BROUGHT JOY TO OUR DAY 

HE BROUGHT LAUGHTER AND LOVE TO ALL WHO CAME HIS WAY 

 

HE MAY HAVE MOVED ON NOW BUT FOREVER MORE 

HE WILL BE ONE OF US LIKE ALL THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE 

 

SO THANKS CONNOR FOLEY FOR BEING OUR FRIEND 

THE LOVE WE HAVE FOR YOU WILL NEVER END, 

 

~ Colin Williamson 

 







Connor Foley  

17.04.2004 – 01.06.2020 
 
Connor joined Rutherford School and Ladybird class in February 2017. He settled 
very quickly into his new class. 
 
He quickly stole everyone’s hearts with his fabulous smile. He took his time to 
trust you but once you had his trust you had it forever, he knew who his           
favourites were and he would reward them with his wonderful smile!   
He was always a bit wary of new experiences but would try them eventually once 
he realised that it would not hurt him and that you were going to try it too! 
He especially loved his sessions with Sarah in the sensory room and he would 
beam when she arrived to collect him. 
He also enjoyed his eye gaze sessions with David and Sarah although I’m not sure 
how much work he actually did when they were together! 
Connor loved the hustle and bustle of Ladybird class and especially loved it when 
the boys were really noisy and got told off! His shoulders would shake and he 
found the whole thing really hilarious! It was a joy to have Connor in class and we 
loved every minute we had him with us. We will always remember his sense of hu-
mour and the joy he brought to us.  
 

 
We will miss him and think of him every day. 



Rutherford staff lit candles at their respective homes to remember Connor and pay tribute 

to a young man who touched all of our hearts. It was a moment to reflect, remember and be 

still. Our heartfelt condolences go out to Connors’ family and friends.  

We will all miss him dearly! 



Rutherford school is now officially a registered centre with the Award Scheme 
Development  and Accreditation Network (ASDAN). 

Well done to everybody involved in this great achievement.! You can read more 
about it here: 

https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/case-study/learners-with-pmld-thrive-thanks
-to-personalised-curriculum?fbclid=IwAR1mYEYkDE5PA-7O-T_KrB629KxEPL-
u85gbD7cLr23sDcn49l4hojSt1_k  

 

https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/case-study/learners-with-pmld-thrive-thanks-to-personalised-curriculum?fbclid=IwAR1mYEYkDE5PA-7O-T_KrB629KxEPL-u85gbD7cLr23sDcn49l4hojSt1_k
https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/case-study/learners-with-pmld-thrive-thanks-to-personalised-curriculum?fbclid=IwAR1mYEYkDE5PA-7O-T_KrB629KxEPL-u85gbD7cLr23sDcn49l4hojSt1_k
https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/case-study/learners-with-pmld-thrive-thanks-to-personalised-curriculum?fbclid=IwAR1mYEYkDE5PA-7O-T_KrB629KxEPL-u85gbD7cLr23sDcn49l4hojSt1_k


 

Music therapy online – exploring a whole new world.  

In March 2020 life as we knew it changed dramatically as COVID-19 impacted everyone and our  

personal and professional roles had to adapt to what has now become known as the ‘new normal’.  Limited 

access to schools and resources has prompted teachers and therapists to find new methods of maintaining spe-

cial relationships with their students.  Parents and carers have continued to work tirelessly to keep their very 

vulnerable children as safe as they can whilst trying to provide them with home learning and to support their 

emotional wellbeing. 
 

Music Therapists Stephen Haylett and Sarah Kong met via Zoom one April afternoon following an initiation to 

set up online therapy sessions for our students at Rutherford.   

Before trialling these, it was important to find out for ourselves how it might feel to be on the receiving end and 

to experiment with the quality of sounds and what might work and what might not.  Interestingly Zoom did not 

appear to like the higher pitches of the flute or in fact the concept of joint playing which is key to the nature of 

our effectiveness as Music Therapists.  Every other word appeared to be ‘can you hear me?’ or a message might 

appear on screen with ‘internet unstable’ as we kept looking for reassurance that we were still there for each 

other!  

 

In a practice run of ‘Amazing Grace’ with Sarah on the flute and Stephen playing the piano, most of the melodic 

line was lost as we continued to play with bemused faces!  It left us feeling deflated and concerned that we 

might not be able to pursue this platform for our students.  In terms of the individual needs of our students, 

both Stephen and Sarah questioned how valuable this could be over Zoom due to the intricacy and subtlety of 

breathing patterns or soft vocal sounds that can be fundamental for  

our students to connect in their therapy.  

 

However with some Zoom training and the discovery of the hidden layers of Zoom, the  

enhanced audio settings made it possible to adjust the features to ‘original sound on’ or ‘original sound off’ and 

this significantly improved the sound of instruments and enabled even the smallest of voices to be heard.  Now 

there seemed to be light at the end of the tunnel!    

 

Responses have been so positive despite the lack of being together physically, there has still been such a feeling 

of ‘togetherness’ and a relationship being held in the moment and sustained in the sessions using live music 

making and exploring instruments with the support of a primary carer or parent.     

 

During lockdown, the sessions have been an invaluable support for our students and families and these          

precious moments can be captured in the pictures on the next page with some kind and reassuring feedback 

from parents and carers: 



“My child has been blessed that her sessions 

managed to continue through lockdown. 

Both Sarah and Steve have supported her feelings 

so well over the last few months and for that we 

There has been such positive feedback from all the     

parents for 6th Form pupil’s sessions. They have been      

engaging, focusing and really enjoying sessions” 

“Thank you very much for music therapy sessions they have been fun and my child 
has really enjoyed hearing your voice and music being played. 

It has also helped through a time of grief. Of all the sessions she 
has over zoom she seemed to engage and enjoy the music one and loved her bells 

and choosing instruments at home” 

“Thank you so very much for going the extra mile to make the sessions” 

 
“Many thanks for the great provision of your therapy” 
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Since the last edition….. 

The world has somehow settled in its own new weird rhythm. The past term saw 
the majority of our young people shielding or isolating at home. Parents have been 
providing a safe cocoon for our vulnerable students with dedication, determination 
and selfless love.  
 
Our school community was deeply saddened but the passing of our lovely Janet 
and then we got shaken once again, to the core, by the passing of our lovely boy 
Connor.  And so as we stand here at the end of the academic year - we are      
painfully aware of the 3 empty spaces in school. There has been loss all around. In 
different shapes, forms and ways. Our thoughts are with everybody who is part 
of our school community, who have lost a parent, a husband and members of their 
family. 
 
I can’t help but think that none of us will ever be the same after this traumatic 
period in our lives. We were faced by distancing and social isolation. We were    
deprived of human touch and interaction. What comes naturally for so many of us, 
have become a health risk. We were not able to be together to offer a supportive 
hug and comfort. This period has taught us so much about resilience, compassion 
love and connection and we hope that these lessons will support us in creating a 
better future. 
 
We found ways to still be there for each other. During this time we continued to 
stay in contact with you as best we could. We listened and adapted our provision, 
trying to make what we offer personalised and appropriate for each of our stu-
dents. We hope you have found the information , links and lines of communication 
helpful. Be assured of our continued support and commitment to help you where 
possible. We are looking forward to seeing all of our young people soon! 
 
We do hope you enjoy looking through the pages of this news letter. There has 
been some exemplar work done. Our young people have been engaging in activities 
that they were able to access. We loved receiving feedback and all the photos you 
shared with us during this time.   
 
As we head into the summer holidays we would like to thank our dedicated staff 
team for all the hard work they have done over the last term. Adapting to a new 
way of working and for working hard behind the scenes to ensure a safe learning 
environment when we return to school.   
During the holiday we hope you take some time to be kind to yourself and your 
emotional and mental health. It is time to relax, reflect and process the last term. 
 
Stay safe and healthy!  
 



Well this has been a very funny summer term! Who would have thought that we would still be  at 

home? 

The pupils have all worked really hard and embraced home learning and have found lots of different 

ways to engage with the activities we have sent home, including zoom and you tube clips. 

The staff have had to adapt as well and it has been easier for some than others but we have all         

supported each other and got through these strange times. 

We have managed to stay in touch with all the families through calls, emails and texts, thank goodness 

for WhatsApp and free calls! 

 

Here are some pictures of Ladybird pupils at home. 

Harry enjoyed lots of time in nans pool and hot tub and just chilling with the family 

Thomas enjoying music, a foot spa and aqua with dad! 



Pavlo enjoyed time in his garden, playing with his rabbit and having a foot spa. 

Nikki had great time doing some art, having music over zoom and relaxing 

Prince has had relaxing time at home with his 

family and Diane. 

It will be lovely to see you all in person in September, have a lovely summer, 

Jean, Bev, Mercelynn and Jackie 



Sunshine pupils have continued their learning by accessing online vide-
os, zoom sessions, and have picked and chosen from various remote 
learning resources through newsletters. Students have engaged in fan-
tastic home learning despite having ups and downs due to their medi-
cal needs.  
  
Vaahin likes to spend his time in the garden and watching his mum 
cooking in the kitchen. He also enjoys stories, music, and massage. For 
the last few weeks, Vaahin enjoys Music Therapy and Story Massage 
on zoom. He also had his 16th birthday on Monday 13th. Happy birthday 

Vaahin! 
  
Reayah likes spending her time listing to pop music and having the company of her 
family. During the day, Reayah relaxes on the big bean bag in her living room and 
engaging in what’s happening around her. She recently celebrated her sister’s 
birthday.  
  

 
Abigail enjoys music and stories on the internet as well as continues 
to work on a newly acquired eye gaze. She also opened her own 
email account.  Her favourite stories are my little pony and Ever After 
High. She also enjoys massages and lots of family time and likes to  
have pampering sessions, for example, getting her nails painted by 
her sisters.   Recently, Abigail made apple crumble and showed her 
mixing skills to make the crumble.  

  
Rhea enjoys the company of her family and carers. She enjoys her daily foot spa and 
massage by her mum and grandad, which normally takes an hour, a real luxury. She 
has also been accessing music therapy and story massage sessions on zoom, which she 
really enjoys. 
  
Amelie has been busy doing many things at home. She enjoys 
art and, messy play, gardening, cooking, and exercises. She also 
enjoys music, she often listens to French nursery rhyme on her 

CDs and likes to listen to stories, Winnie the Pooh and books that rhyme, 
for example, Green Eggs and Ham. She enjoys   listening to stories and In-
dian music through WhatsApp when her carers put them on. Amelie often 
joins in her mum’s Pilates on zoom and her brother’s 
 homework sessions for extra fun and to broaden her 
learning. 

  
The team and I are well. We have been in contact     
regularly. We’ve been missing you lots and we cannot 
wait to see everyone at Rutherford in September! 



Life Skills News 
We have had a very busy time working from home in these very          

unusual times. The Life Skills students and staff have adapted so well. 

All of you have worked extremely hard. I am so proud of each and every 

one of you for your participation and your efforts.  

 

 

 



 
All of the students in the Life Skills Centre also took part in a compe-

tition to see who could grow the tallest Sunflower. 



Birthdays during  

Lockdown 

 

 

We hope you all have a fabulous summer break, we will 

look forward to seeing you all in September. 



I can hardly believe that we have come to end of the academic year and that 
summer holidays are on the horizon! 
 
It has been an eventful academic year! We have had a lot of educational fun 
learning in 6th Form . During Covid19 lock down each young person has been    
engaging in activities that they like. Audio stories, art and sensory activities and 
zoom music sessions have been the most popular. I am extremely proud of     
everybody for the hard work and dedication in these difficult circumstances.  
 
 
Jess, Cheryl, Tilly and I would like to thank you all for your support during the 
last year. We have loved every moment of being part of the 6th Form Rainbow 
team. We are so proud of each and every young person who we have the privilege 
of working with. They are such an inspirational bunch of kids! We have missed 
them more than words can say and we are truly excited and   looking forward to 
seeing them in September and all of us being together again. 
 
We hope that you all get to relax and enjoy your summer holiday! 
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DONATIONS 

 

We would like to say thank you, to the friends and       

families of Rutherford School, for all your support 

and generous  giving during the last term.  

 

Money donated and that we raise together helps to advance the          

children's education and improve the quality of their school life. All the 

events we hold and so many of the donations that are made to us are 

used to purchase equipment and fund activities that enriches the pupils 

lives.  

 

This is only possible with your continued help and support.  

We always appreciate any offers of help, time or donations of goods or 

services. Please get in touch if you’re able to contribute. 

DONATING MADE EASY: 

We have set up a Giving 
Page to make donating to us 
easier! 

If you would like to make an 
online donation please visit 
our website: 

www.rutherfordschool.org.uk 

Or copy this link into your 
browser.  

https://www.givey.com/

rutherfordschool 

Charity Vouchers: 
 
Stuck for a gift idea for a special occasion. Why not try Charity Voucher. A great      
solution to gifting. Purchase a voucher, starting at £15.  The receiver can send the 
voucher to their favourite charity.  

https://charityvouchers.org/choose-voucher-type/ 

Come join us for a day of music, merriment and fun, all 
while raising money for The Garwood Foundation. 
 
Venue: The Lamb in Surbiton. 
Date: 12 September 2020. 
Start Time: 3pm. 
 
Start time for live music will be revealed once the full 
line-up is confirmed. For up to date information and 
times check out the Facebook link:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/492972028082864  
 
Read more about Lowri Forthergill and her fundraising initiative here: 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Lowri  

https://2.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?REF=dOsMZntgRTtxKSE8LcpcUV5um4jZBtnJzSDmL6OsrBIbUCMUiU3TCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5naXZleS5jb20vcnV0aGVyZm9yZHNjaG9vbA..
https://2.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?REF=dOsMZntgRTtxKSE8LcpcUV5um4jZBtnJzSDmL6OsrBIbUCMUiU3TCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5naXZleS5jb20vcnV0aGVyZm9yZHNjaG9vbA..
https://charityvouchers.org/choose-voucher-type/
https://www.facebook.com/events/492972028082864
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.virginmoneygiving.com%2FLowri%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2c8VtS-IrdVx6eBuA0gmr1DBxNEAZiCfd0LopD_vrVg5wSbtPprqGxaFY&h=AT1ipC7LBZmG9PFZT1kDHnYZ1_Tlzzjm5J_mm6eBboT6NIDKeraWKdSe0hDRpYFF-8MWb_JrXX33Zqc2lC7grhQ9skvTV5qXMxvUMex0J5


You can donate here  https://www.givey.com/

rutherfordschool 

Thrift+ 
We all know that you support the Foundation with         
everything you can. We also know that our own charity 
shops might be out of your way or are closed by the time 
you would be able to drop your donations off. But there is 
a solution: Thrift+.  
This is a donation service for second-hand clothes. Individuals pack up their 
clothes into a 'ThriftBag' and send them to Thrift+ to be photographed and sold 
online.  
 
Each time an item sells, they split the proceeds three ways: 
 33% to Thrift+ (minimum fee of £5) 
 33% to the donor as Thrift+ credits 
 33% to their chosen charity 
 
Alternatively, the donor can choose to donate 66% to charity instead of earning 
any Thrift+ credits. 
Our donors can choose to support almost any charity in the UK. The charity does 
not have to be signed up with Thrift+ to benefit from donations. 
How do charities receive the funds? 
They have partnered with PayPal Giving Fund to process our donations. To receive 
funds as quickly as possible, we recommend that charities create a PayPal account 
and enrol with PayPal Giving Fund. 
Also, if you shop via their website, we also receive 10% commission.  

https://thrift.plus/the-garwood-foundation-charity 

The Prudential Ride might not be happening as planned this year, but 
where there is a will there is a way! The weekend of 15/16th August will see 
people saving the UK's charities by riding their own way: Ride in your time, on 
your scooter, skateboard, trike, balance bike, tandem, penny farthing, unicycle 
or roller skates and ride your own distance. Share your progress with family, 
friends and the world. Register here https://myridelondon.co.uk/register to 
help your charity.  

https://2.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?REF=dOsMZntgRTtxKSE8LcpcUV5um4jZBtnJzSDmL6OsrBIbUCMUiU3TCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5naXZleS5jb20vcnV0aGVyZm9yZHNjaG9vbA..
https://2.exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?REF=dOsMZntgRTtxKSE8LcpcUV5um4jZBtnJzSDmL6OsrBIbUCMUiU3TCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5naXZleS5jb20vcnV0aGVyZm9yZHNjaG9vbA..
https://thrift.plus/the-garwood-foundation-charity


From the Nursing Team. 

The nursing team have really missed all our lovely pupils over the last few months and are looking 
forward to being back together in September.  
 
Prior to your child/young person's return in September we will send a questionnaire for you to fill 
in giving us details of any changes that have happened since March so that we are up to date. 
Please also remember when sending your child/young person in for the first time to send up to 
date medications, feeds and feeding tubes. 
 
The senior management team have worked hard to ensure the safety of our school community and 
have had lots of things to consider such as  how to socially distance the students, how to keep    
students and staff members safe during the pandemic? How to manage chest physiotherapy and 
suctioning, both of which are considered aerosol-generating procedures requiring additional      
protection such as FFP3 masks, which took some time to source. 
Clothing was also an issue as it was going to be essential to keep work clothing separate. It couldn’t 
be worn in public places such as shops or public transport, so needed to be something that could 
easily be changed into on arrival, and it had to be washable at 60 degrees. 
 
With regards to the last item, please see the information below from Teri, one of our school nurses 
 
'An email arrived out of the blue from one of my fellow members in an amateur orchestra, offering 
scrubs made by volunteers who have been sewing them for the NHS, for GP practices and for care 
homes. They had fulfilled their orders and were just checking whether anyone else would find the 
scrubs useful. 
We accepted and have been overwhelmed by the volunteers’ kindness. Nothing seemed too much 
trouble; they sent us photos in advance of fabrics to choose from, and even made some bespoke 
scrubs for some of the staff. 
We asked for mainly florals and patterns as it’s a school rather than a hospital, and the volunteers 
certainly came up trumps. 
Teri Kerr' 
 
We hope you all have a lovely summer and are able to make the most of the weather. Thank you all 
for working so well with us during the lockdown, you have all been amazing. 
 
Rachael Hickman 
Nurse Manager, on behalf of the nursing team 



 
The Garwood Foundation Caravan is available for bookings again. 

For more information copy the link into your browser: 
https://garwoodfoundation.org.uk/caravan/  

 
Due to Covid regulations please note that booking in and out times have changed, 

and will be confirmed with your booking. 
All holiday makers have to provide their own bed linen (sheets and duvet covers), 

towels and tea towels. 

https://garwoodfoundation.org.uk/caravan/


The Garwood Foundation has been entered into the Big Give Christmas Challenge 
for the costs of Personal Protection Equipment.  

Until 29th August 2020, we need to collect pledges of at least £100 to be        
considered for match funding.   

The Big Give Christmas Challenge is the UK’s biggest online match funding      
campaign. We’re hoping to raise vital funds for our project: 

 
Personal Protection Equipment.  

 As part of our application, we need our key supporters to make promises of fund-
ing, called ‘Pledges’, which will be used as match funds to double online donations 
made to our charity during the campaign. Your commitment of funding might also 
help us to secure additional match funds via a Champion (sourced by the Big Give). 

 We are aiming to raise a total of £100 in pledges to take part in the Christmas 
Challenge.  

Would you consider making a pledge of £5 to help us reach our target? £5 would 
buy a box of gloves protecting our staff and clients alike. 

Click on the link below for more information: 

  

Big Give Christmas Challenge  

https://www.thebiggive.org.uk/s/christmas-challenge  

 

 

 

We would like to thank everyone who took part in the 2.6 challenge. It was a 
very good effort and we are still expecting some donations to come in.  

Also, thank you very much to everyone who participated in the 'Declutter and 
Donate' campaign. On that note, our charity shops are open again. Please call 
before you drop your donations as sometimes there are restrictions on certain 
items.  

Have you got empty ink cartridges lying around at home? We can send them in 
to have money donated to the Foundation and it is good for the environment 

https://www.thebiggive.org.uk/s/christmas-challenge

