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Upon Entry Assessment

As part of the admissions process, each student has a thorough 

assessment from our multidisciplinary team. This informs their manual 

handling assessment, nursing care plans and programmes for 

physiotherapy and speech and language.

During their first 6 weeks, transitional activities across the 7 areas of 

learning are planned to meet each child’s unique needs. Through getting 

to know each student and working with their EHCP the class team then 

produce an engagement profile to support everyone working with them 

in knowing what engagement looks like for them. They also engage in 

fun and detailed visual assessments with the VI specialist if needed to 

produce a ‘how you can help me with my vision document’. ‘Routes for 

Learning’ assessment is used to inform target setting.

Parents and carers are kept informed of how their child is settling in to 

school through increased liaison via phone calls, contact book and the 

Evidence for Learning App.  



Learning through Play

Children’s learning will have 3 elements throughout their school day: 

1. Freely chosen play which is under the control of the child. The child decides how to play, how long 
to sustain the play, what the play is about and who to play with. 

2. Child-initiated activity, which although has much in common with free play, often has a serious 
purpose where the child explores something in depth. Adult intervention is guided by certain 
expectations regarding the development of early learning skills. 

3. Adult-led activities are those that adults initiate. They are not play but should nevertheless be 
seen as playful. Adults introduce specific learning based on the learning needs of individual 
children. These activities should be as open-ended as possible to encourage children to think and 
learn. 

There is no hard and fast rule about the balance of these elements over a day or week and adults 
should be guided by the needs of individual or groups of children. Most children with PMLD find free 
play hard and need lots of child-initiated play (e.g. Intensive Interaction) balanced with some adult 
directed activities (which are still largely about following the child’s lead).



Seven Key Features of Effective Practice

At Rutherford we are guided by the 7 key features of Effective Practice as described in 
the Development Matters Document. We self assess termly against these aims to 
ensure that practice if effective for all students.

1. The Best for Every Child
2. High Quality Care
3. The Curriculum: what we want children to learn
4. Pedagogy: helping children to learn
5. Assessment: checking children have learnt
6. Self-Regulation and Executive Function
7. Partnership with Parents
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Characteristics of Effective Learning

At Rutherford we follow the Development Matters curriculum for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) as well as 
Engagement for Learning and our own school curriculum and assessment documents. Within Development 
Matters there is key information that should be the starting point for any practitioner working with any child called 
‘The Characteristics of Effective Learning’ (CoEL). 

The CoEL underpin learning and they are split into key areas; 
• Playing and Exploring- How a child engages 
• Active Learning- How well a child is motivated 
• Creating and Thinking Critically- How a child thinks 

The aim is that each class team uses all of their observations of the child in order to understand how they learn 
best. With this in mind they will apply small changes to their interactions with the child and adapt the 
environments provided. Staff will observe what a child does, reflect on this and facilitate the next step that is 
needed; of course this may be repetition, it may be a slight change or it may be generalising that skill to a different 
object, person or location. We are aware that these characteristics may manifest slightly differently for children 
with PMLD and are guided by research (Valentine, 2016) in determining how to facilitate these for our students.



Characteristics of Effective Learning
(Valentine, 2016)

Active Learning- Think about how motivated the 
child is, do they concentrate? How? For how long? 
Is it fleeting? Do they experience, tolerate or do 
they attend for a few seconds or more? Do they 
attend to something of their own choosing for 
longer? Does the child keep trying or do they give 
up easily? Do they persist? Do they enjoy achieving 
what they set out to do? This may be hard to think 
about but if a child kicks their legs when on space 
blanket material over and over and smile as doing 
so, then that’s their own choosing to do so and 
they’ve achieved what they set out to do. 
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